
WHY
SHOULD WE
BE LEFT OUT
OF THE ENTHRALLING
WORLD OF CINEMA?

-Chetan, visually impaired since birth



In India alone, there are roughly 100 million 
people with disabilities, which is almost 1/6th 

of population of disabled people in the world.

The Indian Film Industry is the 

largest fi lm industry in 

the world with fi lms in over 20 
languages.

Out of the various fi lm industries in the country 

Bollywood (Mumbai based fi lm industry) alone is 

known to produce more than 800 to 1000 fi lms 
a year.

India has the largest number of 
(over 15 million) people with 

visual impairment globally. 

Bringing Mainstream Entertainment to the Visually Impaired 

On World Sight Day in October, 2013 Chetan was among the audience at the screening 
of popular Bollywood fi lm Taare Zameen Par. It was no ordinary screening. The movie 
was specially customized for the visually-impaired using audio description technology* 
which allowed more than 500 visually impaired persons and persons with multiple 
disabilities of all ages to enjoy the fi lm along with sighted people. More than 8,000 
people of all ages have so far enjoyed fi lms at Unmukt screenings across the country. 
It promotes the idea of greater acceptance, inclusion and a disabled-friendly society. 

Unmukt envisions actively working towards espousing the cause of inclusive 
entertainment for visually-impaired through policy change in the long run.

Entertainment is very much a real need for any human 
being. Imagine the number of people in India that cannot 
access this huge and enthralling world of cinema without 
being dependent on a sighted companion!



OUTREACH
Audio-described fi lms have been screened in partnership with institutions working in 
the disability sector. Screenings include three cities of Gujarat and two in Pune. Plans 
are afoot to have screenings in 15 more cities across the country under this programme. 

WAY FORWARD
Taking its vision to provide independence in access to mainstream entertainment, 
the second stage of Unmukt has been rolled out to create a range of audio-books for 
visually impaired children and youth. A wide range of popular folktales, literature and 
stories from across the globe are to be customized into interesting audio-books made 
accessible from open source as well as disseminated widely.

*Audio-described fi lms include a voice-over that describes the portions that have 
silent action and visuals, and fi lls the gaps, where the visually-impaired might have 
diffi culty relating to the story.

“I was born visually challenged. This was my fi rst movie 
experience and it was great. I feel that every theatre in the 
city should have such facility so that blind children like me 
can enjoy movies.”
-Student (3rd Standard, Andhajan Shikshan Mandal Bharat Padvi) 
Visually Challenged

“Sighted people feel claustrophobic and 
uncomfortable when blindfolded even for 
few minutes. But this experience gave me 
greater appreciation of being blessed with 
eyes that can see the world around me.”
-Alpa (28 years) Experienced the fi lm blindfolded



For more, visit www.essarfoundation.com or write to us at essarfoundation@essar.com

‘Unmukt’ is one of the flagship initiatives under the larger umbrella of Inclusion programs 
being implemented by Essar Foundation. 

Essar Foundation is the Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) arm of Essar that is 
committed to sustainable development initiatives across Essar locations.

Technical Partner:

Target Cities
Ahmedabad | Baroda | Bhopal | Bhubaneswar | Chennai | Cuttack | Durgapur

Hyderabad | Jamnagar | Kolkata | Mumbai | Pune | Paradeep | Rajkot | Ranchi | Raipur 
Surat | Varanasi | Vishakhapatnam 


