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CHAPTER 1 

INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1.  ESSAR STEEL INDIA LIMITED, VIZAG OPERATIONS - BENEFICIATION PLANT 
 

The Essar Steel India Limited, Kirandul operates an 8 MTPA beneficiation plant at Bailadilla, 

Chhattisgarh, which has some of the finest iron ore reserves in the world. Under intensive 

treatment, the plant facilitates the extraction of high-quality ore to be used in the process 

of iron and steel-making. The treated ore is then transported through a slurry pipeline to 

the pellet plant at Visakhapatnam. The 267 kms double pipeline from Bailadilla to 

Visakhapatnam is the second longest in the world. It passes through some of the toughest 

terrain in the world. Fully automated, Essar Steel’s slurry pipelines offer a faster, cost-

efficient and environment-friendly mode of transporting beneficiated iron ore. 

 

1.2.  ESSAR FOUNDATION 
 

Essar Foundation is the Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) arm of Essar Group. It steers 

wide range of initiatives to achieve sustainable development, especially in the regions 

where Essar operates. The Foundation’s interventions cover India’s eight states and have 

impacted more than a million lives across 500 villages. The Foundation seeks convergence 

with key stakeholders, especially the local administration to implement its programs. The 

program design involves critical needs assessment, resource mapping and participatory 

planning with the communities to ensure their involvement and ownership in the long run. 

 

1.3.  PROJECT LOCATION 
 

The Project is located in Kirandul, in South Bastar District Dantewada of Chhattisgarh. 

District Dantewada is the third least populous district of Chhattisgarh. Chhattisgarh is 

located in the heart of India, and shares its border with six states of the country; Uttar 

Pradesh to the north, Jharkhand to the north-east, Orissa to the east, Madhya Pradesh to 

the west and north-west, Maharashtra to the south west and Andhra Pradesh to the south-

east. The geographical area of the state covers 135,000 square kms.  
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1.4.  OBJECTIVE 
 

The objectives of the household survey are as follows: 

 To assess the existing living conditions and socio-economic profile of the population 

living in the villages of project area 

 To conduct a need assessment study of the villages within the project area  

 Identify income generating activities that could supplement people’s livelihoods  

 

1.5.  METHODOLOGY 
 

The Essar Foundation team conducted the survey in month of July- August 2016 with a team 

of 2 local investigators. The study involved collection of primary and secondary data both at 

household and village level and desk review. Primary data collection was facilitated 

through: 
 

 Household survey 

 Village profile 

 Focus Group discussions 

 Social Mapping 

 Informal consultation with stakeholders of the project 
 

Review of secondary data from: 
 

 State and District Reports from department 

 Census reports of district and state 
 

The household census and socio-economic profiling was carried out by using a structured 

questionnaire. Prior to initiating the survey, the questionnaire was piloted to identify the 

gaps and relevance of the queries in light of the project requirements. Accordingly the 

questionnaire was modified. The survey was carried out in 11 Villages located in 3 Blocks of 

district Dantewada and 287 household. The survey was also strengthened by conducting 

informal consultation with the local community, Panchayat members and other 

stakeholders.  

Each village had its social profile mapped and could thus triangulate findings from the 

household survey. Furthermore, use of structured semi-closed/open FGD questionnaire 

facilitated, in many cases, “quantification” of participant perceptions (frequency 

distribution) leading to value addition. 
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1.6.  STRUCTURE OF THE REPORT 
 

Chapter 1: Introduction describes the project background and location. It outlines the 

objectives of household survey and the methodology adopted in the preparation of the 

survey report. 
 

Chapter 2: Area profile gives a brief outline of the villages and the surrounding areas. A 

socio-economic profile of the 11 villages describes the existing resources and infrastructure. 
 

Chapter 3: This chapter deals with the description of socio-economic conditions of 

households. A detailed outline of the demographic profile, population, literacy status, 

education profile, occupation, land use pattern, Income profile, vulnerability profile, asset 

holding, health status and availability of infrastructure is presented in this section. 
 

Chapter 4: This chapter describes need assessment component as well as the feedback 

obtained from various stakeholders. 
 

Chapter 5: This chapter gives a clear cut analysis of the need assessment exercise and 

inferences on what projects would be feasible for the area and villages. 
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CHAPTER 2 

AREA PROFILE 
 

2.1.  DISTRICT PROFILE 
 

The present Dantewada district came into existence in 1998. Previously it was a part of 

Bastar district; therefore it consists of all the Bastaria features.  Dantewada derives its name 

from the capital town of the district, named after the presiding deity of the town “Maa 

Danteshwari”. 

Geography  

District Dantewada is the third least populous district of Chhattisgarh with an area of 

3,410.50 km2. It is Located at a Latitude of 18.8 and Longitude of 81.3. Dantewada District 

occupies an area of approximately 9046.29 square kilometres. It’s in the 703 meters to 139 

meters elevation range. This District belongs to Hindi Belt.  

It is bounded on the north and northeast by Bastar District, on the east by Malkangiri 

District of Odisha state, on the 

south and southwest by 

Khammam District of Andhra 

Pradesh state and on the west by 

the Indravati River, which forms 

the boundary with Karimnagar 

District of Andhra Pradesh and 

Gadchiroli District of Maharashtra.  



Socio-economic survey and Need assessment study 
Kirandul, Dist. Dantewada- Chhattisgarh 
 

 
ESSAR FOUNDATION                                                                                                                      Page 9 of 86 
 

 

 

Although, the district is currently a part of the Red Corridor, it is blessed with beautiful tall 

and long series of hills with full of thick green saal and teak forests. Rivers Indravati, 

Godavari & Shabhari flow throughout the district. Two more perennial rivers Shankhini and 

Dankiny are also there. These rivers give many panoramic views and water falls at many 

sites in the district. Apart from the scenic beauty historical places like Barsoor, Bhadrakali 

and Dantewada are also worth visiting. Bailadilla Iron ore Project Township, mines, parks 

and Hill top habitations of Aakash nagar and Kailash nagar are good sites to visit. 

Demography  

District Dakshin Bastar Dantewada is divided into five tehsils, each of which is also a 

"development block". It is further divided into 124 Gram Panchayats and 239 villages. The 

tehsils are:  

 Dantewada Tehsil with 25 Gram Panchayats,  

 Geedam Tehsil with 34 Gram Panchayats, 

 Katekalyan Tehsil with 23 Gram Panchayats, 

 Kuakonda Tehsil with 26 Gram Panchayats and 

 Bade Bacheli Tehsil with 16 Gram Panchayats 

 According to the 2011 census, Dantewada district has a population of 247,029, of 

which 173,714 (70%) are tribal people. Total male population is 122383 (49%) and 

female is 124646 (51%). 

 The district has a population density of 45 inhabitants per sq. km. Its population 

growth rate over the decade 2001-2011 was 15.56%.  

 Dantewada has a sex ratio of 1022 females for every 1000 males  

 Literacy rate of 33.21% (male 48.64% and female 20.98%). 

Climate of Dantewada District 

The climate of the project area is tropical, with hot and dry summers, moderately cold 

winters and an unpredictable monsoon season. Summers are during the months of March 

to May with highest day temperature in between 30 °C to 46 °C. The monsoon season in the 

region is accompanied by moderate rainfall in three months June, July and August. Winters 

extend through the months of October, November, December and January. 

Food Habits 

The tribes of Dantewada are mainly non-vegetarians. Kosra, rice Madiya are their main food 

grains. The tribes wear very limited clothes and ladies decorate themselves with tattoo. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tehsil
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gram_panchayat
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dantewada
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Geedam
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Katekalyan
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kuwakonda
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Different types of marriages like arrange, polygamy and old marriage are prevailing in their 

society.  

The main occupation of the tribes is farming, poultry farming and animal husbandry. They 

also sell minor forest produce like leaves, fruits, Datun, fire wood, Basta, Boda, Tikhur, 

Chati, Dhup, Chiraungi, Fish baskets, soop made from Bamboo. The tribes of Dantewada are 

excellent artisans; they are expert in crafting, artistic items with clay, stone, bamboo and 

metals. 

Their main dialects are Halbi, Bhatri, Gondi, Parji, Dharvi, Dorli, Aboojhmarhi and Damdami 

etc. 

 

2.2.  PROFILE OF THE VILLAGES 

Area profile gives a brief outline of the villages and the available resources of surrounding 

areas. A socio-economic profile includes the demography, family structure, available 

services of the 11 villages. 

 

2.2.1. Location and Layout 

The 11 operational villages are 

located in South Bastar of District 

Dantewada at a distance of 35- 53 Km 

from its district headquarters. The 

distance from Block head quarter 

ranges from 13-35km whereas the 

nearest village from Block 

headquarter is Kadampal (2.5 km). 

The village settlement is located to 

the north and south of the Essar 

Steel’s project area. 

 
Village Hamlet Distance from Main village 

Padapur 3 1-2 

Benpal 4 2-4 

Kadampal 6 1.5-2 

Madadi 8 .5-2 

Perpa 4 .5-3.5 

Cholnar 3 1-2 

Kalepal 2 .5-1 
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2.2.2. Settlement pattern 

The settlement pattern in the 

villages are characterised by cluster 

in hamlets. These villages consist of 

3 - 13 hamlets/ para per village and each hamlet has 35 - 40 households in one hamlets or 

para. The distance from main village varies upto 6 km in Kidriras whereas rest of it are 

around 2 km radius. 

 

 

2.2.3. Population 

As per 2011 Census, the total 

population of the project 

villages was 12652, of which 

6159 were male and 6493 were 

female. The total households in 

these villages was 2744. Based 

on this information, the average 

household size for sampled 

villages is 4.61. The sex ratio is 

1054 females per 1000 males.  

 

 

Based on the survey data, out 

of 11 village, 8 villages have 

100 % tribal population and 

rest in Kadampal, Palnar and 

Phulpad there are some 

families which belong to 

schedule caste, backward class 

and general caste. Although this 

number is very less as 

compared to tribal population.  

 

 

 

Tikanpal 13 4.5 

Palnar 10 3 

Phulpad 6 3 

Kidriras 6 6 

Village SC ST OBC Gen 

Padapur 0 100 0 0 

Benpal 0 100 0 0 

Kadampal 2.84 92.05 5.11 0 

Madadi 0 100 0 0 

Perpa 0 100 0 0 

Cholnar 0 100 0 0 

Kalepal 0 100 0 0 

Tikanpal 0 100 0 0 

Palnar 1.93 76.66 17.34 4.07 

Phulpad 0.46 97.69 0.46 1.39 

Kidriras 0 100 0 0 
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2.2.4. Literacy 

 As per the survey data, the 

village level literacy rate of 

sampled villages was 22.83% as 

against the state level rural 

average of 65.99% and district 

average of 33.88%. The male 

literacy level was 29.27% vis-à-

vis the female literacy of 

16.71%. 

 

2.2.5. Occupation 

The occupation of resident population of the villages are agriculture, collection of forest 

products and livestock farming. The agriculture practices followed in these areas are quite 

primitive so their productivity is very low. Only 2% irrigation coverage and open grazing are 

factor that farmers grow single crop in a year. Agriculture (including crops, livestock, 

fisheries, forestry and mining) is the main source of livelihood for the rural people in the 

district. Mono-cropping is prevalent and major crops are rice, minor millets, kulthi, urad, 

moong, maize and niger in kharif season. 94% of the total cultivated area is rainfed in 

nature with around 6.32% area is irrigated. The annual rainfall varies from 1340 to 1640 

mm. The major sources of irrigation are tanks, bore-wells and open wells.  

 

2.2.6. Education 

Village Anganwadi
/ Balwadi 

Primary  Dist. 
(km) 

Middle Dist. 
(km) 

Higher Dist. 
(km) 

Graduation Dist. 
(km) 

Padhapur 3 1 0 0 3 0 3 0 5 

Bainpal 2 1 0 0 3 0 3 0 5 

Kadampal 6 5 0 1 0 0 8 0 8 

Madadi 7 3 0 1 0 0 3 0 3 

Perpa 3 3 0 0 2 0 1 0 6 

Cholnar 4 2 0 1 0 1 0 0 8 

Kalepal 2 2 0 1 0 0 2 0 10 

Tikanpal 13 12 0 1 0 0 6 0 20 

Palnar 7 7 0 2 0 1 0 0 17 

Phulpad 9 4 0 1 0 0 3 0 16 

Kidriras 9 5 0 1 0 0 7 0 24 
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 The villages have at least 

one functional Anganwadi 

centre and Primary School. 

Except in Padapur, Benpal 

and Perpa all the sampled 

villages have middle school 

(up to class 8). For high 

school education, one has 

to travel to Cholnar and 

Palnar high school which is 

3 to 8 km away. For English medium education, College, Technical institution, Special 

schools and library, villagers have to travel 3 to 49 km depending on the location.  

 

2.2.7. Health services 

 

The sampled villages have no primary health care centre except in Palnar and villagers have 

to go to Palnar, Kirandul and Kuakonda for medical treatment. ANM centers are there but 

her visits are not frequent to villages due to work load. At local level, Mitanin manages the 

maternal and child care facilities with the support of ANM. The villagers have faith in locally 

available quacks which are good in number in each village. 
 

2.2.8. Electrification 

Village Sub-centre/ANM 
Centre/Family 
Welfare centre 

Dist. in km 

Dispensary/
Hospital 

(Allopathic)  
Dist. in km 

Ayurvedic 
Dispensary  
Dist. in km 

Homoeopathic 
Dispensary  
Dist. in km 

Private 
Medical 

Practitioner  
Dist. in km 

Quacks/ 
Badde  

in # 

Padapur 3 3 3 3 3 6 

Benpal 3 3 3 3 3 6 

Kadampal 8 8 8 8 8 7 

Madadi 3 3 3 3 3 3 

Perpa 6 6 6 6 6 7 

Cholnar 8 8 8 8 8 4 

Kalepal 8 10 10 10 10 7 

Tikanpal 6 20 6 20 20 50 

Palnar 0 0 0 17 13 23 

Phulpad 3 3 16 16 13 30 

Kidriras 25 7 24 24 7 12 
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The Chhattisgarh Electricity board is the service provider in these villages. Electrification was 

done in each village. It mainly covers domestic users. Remote hamlets are not covered 

under electrification in most 

areas. 
 

2.2.9. Road and Transportation 
 

The located villages have all 

weather road except in Perpa 

village and the nearest bus stop is 

200 meter from village Cholnar.  

The villages are not covered in the 

railway network and the nearest 

railway station is Kirandul which is 

away from 3-24 km. The farthest 

distance is from village Kidriras 

which is 24 km. The sampled villages are a constraint to the public transport system. The 

connectivity is minimal with just one local bus and two taxis being the only available 

conveyance. 

 

2.2.10. Communication facilities 

There are two sub-post offices which is 3 - 8 km from the villages. These are in Palnar and 

Kirandul. The telecommunication network is not good and weak mobile telephonic coverage 

is in the village except in roadside village area. 

 

Village & GP- Padapur 

 

Location and Layout: Gram Panchayat Padapur is located in Dantewada block and district, at 

a distance of 35 Km from its district headquarters. The village settlement area is located to 

the north of the project area.   

 

Settlement pattern: The settlement pattern in the village is characterized by cluster into 

hamlets which are formed according to the sub-caste and local speciality. Such clusters are 

known as “Para”. There are 3 such hamlets. Madia caste is dominant in the village and 

mostly belongs to sub-caste Kunjam. Other castes are Amla, Alam and Eilami. Schoolpara, 

which is a hamlet of Padapur Gram Panchayat is located 2 km. 

Distance  
(Km) 

 
 
Village 

All 
weather 

road 
(nearest) 

Fair 
weather 

road 
(nearest) 

Metaled 
Road 

(nearest) 

Bus stop 
(nearest)  

Railway 
Station 

(nearest)  

Padapur 0 0 0 3 3 

Benpal 0 0 0 5 3 

Kadampal 0 0 0 8 8 

Madadi 0 0 1.5 1.5 3 

Perpa 1 2 2 2 6 

Cholnar 0.1 1 0 0.2 6 

Kalepal 0 0 0 0 8 

Tikanpal 0 0 2 20 20 

Palnar 0 0 0 0 17 

Phulpad 0 0 0 3 16 

Kidriras 0 0 0 7 24 
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Population: As per the 2011 Census, the total population of the village was 406 of which 189 

were male and 217 were female. The total households in the village were 99. Based on this 

information, the average household size for Padapur is 4.10. The sex ratio is 1148 females 

per 1000 males. 
 

Literacy: A per the 2011 census, the Padapur village level literacy rate was 24.87%. The 

village male literacy level was 35.98% vis-à-vis the female literacy of 15.21%. More than 

75% population is illiterate. 
 

Occupation: The occupation of the resident population is agriculture and livestock farming. 

The landless population work as casual labour in nearby town or are working at NMDC, 

Bacheli. 
 

Education: The village has two functional Anganwadi centre and one Primary (up to class 5). 

For middle and high school one has to travel to Bacheli which is 3 km away. For higher 

secondary and graduation the villagers have to travel 12 km to Kirandul. At present the 

primary school in Padapur has only two class rooms and 3 teachers. 
 

Water supply: 

People fulfil their water need from hand pumps and overhead tanks. Although, water 

supply through pipes is covering only 10 - 15 households.  
 

Sanitation: 

95% households do not have toilets and they use open ground for defecation, mainly in 

forest areas around the village.  
 

Electrification: 

The Chhattisgarh Electricity Board is the service provider in Padapur. Electrification was 

done and it mainly covers domestic users although 16 families are using for agriculture 

purpose 
 

Road and Transportation: 

The village is not covered in the railway network and the nearest railway station Bacheli is 3 

kms away from the village. CC road has been constructed in the village and public transport 

is easily available.  
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Health care: 

The village has no primary health care centre and the villagers have to go to Bacheli or 

Kirandul for medical treatment. However, the only medical facility is the Mobile Medical 

Van, which visits once a week. There are two Anganwadi centres for maternal and child care 

facilities, but are not functioning well due to absence of good infrastructure and their core 

activity of providing supplementary nutrition to under six years children, selected 

adolescent girls, pregnant and lactating mothers, the Anganwadi is not functioning well 

either.  
 

Communication facilities: 

There is one branch post office at a distance of 3 km in Bacheli and one sub post office at 

Kirandul 5 km away from village. The telecommunication network is good and mobile 

coverage is available in the village. 
 

Temple and community hall: 

Based on our discussion with the villagers, there is no temple in the village. This came out as 

a major need of the villagers. They have also put forth a need for separate community hall 

for community activities, marriages and other religious activities. 

 

Village Benpal, GP- Padapur 

 

Location and Layout: 

Benpal falls within Gram Panchayat Padapur in Dantewada block and district, at a distance 

of 35 Km from its district headquarters. The village settlement area is located to the north 

of the project area.   

 

Settlement pattern: 

There are 4 paras (hamlets) viz. Patelpara, Gayatpara, Tekapara and Kacchiparaand 1-2 km 

away from main village. Madia caste is dominant here and they mostly belongs to sub-caste 

Kunjam. The other sub castes are Amla, Alam, Eilami.  

 

Population: 

As per the 2011 Census, the total population of the village was 709, of which 346 were male 

and 363 were female. The total households in the village were 150. Based on this 

information, the average household size for Benpal is 4. The sex ratio is 1049 females per 

1000 males. 
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Literacy: 

A per the 2011 census, the Benpal village level literacy rate was 17.48%. The village male 

literacy level was 25.72% vis-à-vis the female literacy of 9.64%. More than 80% population 

are illiterate in the village. 

 

Occupation: 

The occupations of the resident population are agriculture and livestock farming. The 

landless population work as casual labour in nearby town or are working in Essar and NMDC 

Kirandul.  

 

Education: 

The Benpal village has two functional Anganwadi centre wherein mid-day meal provided by 

ICDS. The village has only one primary level school up to 5th Std. For higher secondary 

education, the villagers have to travel to Kirandul. For graduation, villagers have to travel to 

Arvind PG College at Kirandul which is 3 km from the village. 

 

Water supply: 

Benpal is dependent on 14 hand pumps. In addition, there are two open wells, nine small 

ponds, which serve as common public water source within the village limits. All well and 

pond sources are rain-fed. All these water sources are affected due to scarce rainfall and 

require de-silting. The rapidly falling water table in the wells is also a cause of concern. As a 

result of these constraints, the quality of drinking water in the village is severely impacted. 

The quality of drinking water in Benpal on the whole is very poor. 

 

Sanitation: 

The resident families have no toilets in their houses. Open defecation is usual in forest area.  

 

Electrification: 

The CSEB is the electricity provider in Benpal. Electrification was done, however, it mainly 

covers domestic users and there is no street lighting. The domestic connections are not 

legal and there are 7 agriculture users in the village. 

 

Road and Transportation: 

The village is not covered in the railway network and the nearest railway station Kirandul 

which is 3 KM away from the village. There are some roads constructed by Panchayat which 
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were broken during the monsoon and in some there is no metal road. The connectivity is 

minimal with just private transport bus service in 5 km away. The service is quite regular, 

therefore locals depend upon private transport.  

 

Health care: 

The village has no primary health care centre and the villagers have to go to Kirandul which 

is 3km away for medical treatment. There is one Anganwadi in the village for maternal and 

child health care. The only medical facility is the mobile clinic run by Essar and NMDC, 

where a resident doctor visits once a week. The common ailments are malaria, cough and 

cold, deficiency of iron, stomach problems and joint pain, etc. 

 

Communication facilities: 

There is no post office nearby the village. Kirandul is the closest which is 3 Km away. The 

telecommunication network is reasonably good with mobile coverage in the village. 

 

Social Infrastructure:  

The Livestock Development Department, Kirandul provides veterinary services and vaccines 

which is 3 km away from village. There is no social care facility available in 3 km radius and 

old age homes and special care centre are located 37 kms and 15 kms away respectively. 

 

 

Village & GP- Kadampal 

 

Location and Layout: 

Kadampal Gram Panchayat is located in Dantewada block and district, at a distance of 35 

Km from its District headquarters. The village settlement area is located to the north of the 

project area. 

 

Settlement pattern: 

The settlement pattern in the village is characterised by clusters which are formed 

according to caste. Such clusters are known as hamlets or para and are six in number. These 

clusters are majorly of Kunjam & Oyami and others are Bharsa, Kadti, Mudami and Tamo. 

These hamlets are 1 - 2 kms away from the main village. These tribes wear very limited 

clothes. 
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Population: 

As per the 2011 Census, the total population of the village was 995 of which 492 were male 

and 503 were female. The total households in the village were 224. Based on this 

information the average household size for Kadampal is 4.4. The sex ratio is 1022 females 

per 1000 males. 

 

Literacy: 

As per the 2011 Census, literacy rate of Kadampal Gram Panchayat was 43.11%. The male 

literacy level was 61.18% vis-à-vis the female literacy of 25.45%. 

 

Occupation: 

The principal occupation of the resident population is farming, poultry and animal 

husbandry. They also sell minor forest produce like leaves, fruits, Datun and fire wood. 

Kosra, rice Madiya are their main food grains. The landless population also works as casual 

labour in Essar and NMDC.  

 

Education: 

The village has 6 functional Anganwadi centres including one model Anganwadi, five 

primary school and one middle school. The School building has two separate toilet blocks 

for girls and boys but these toilets are in a bad state, with a damaged sewage system. For 

high school education, students travel to Kirandul which is 8 km away. For higher secondary 

education such as Prakash Vidhyalay, DAV College and English medium education, the 

villagers have to travel to Kirandul and for graduation, villagers have also to travel 8km from 

the village. Technical institutions and special schools for disabled are 15 km away.  

 

Water supply: 

Kadampal is dependent for water on the “Shankani Nadi”, a river which flows close by. In 

addition there are three ponds, 15 small ponds, 8 tube wells, one open well and 32 hand 

pumps which serve as their water sources. All these sources are rain-fed. Scarce rainfall 

together with sedimentation affects the water holding capacity of all these sources. Thus 

de-silting is an urgent requirement in all the ponds, tanks and open wells. The rapidly falling 

water table is also a cause of concern. As a result of these constraints, the quality of 

drinking water in the village is severely impacted. The feasibility of providing iron removal 

water treatment device and usage of rainwater harvesting techniques could be explored. 
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Electrification: 

The CSEB is the service provider in Kadampal. Electrification was done in the village; 

however, it mainly covers domestic users. Only 3 hamlets (Rimanpara, Gayatapara and 

Nayapara) have street lighting where as other settlements do not have any street lights. 
 

Road and Transportation: 

The village is not covered in the railway network and the nearest railway station Kirandul is 

8 kms away from the village. The road connectivity is good in all six hamlets and has a local 

transport bus service twice a day. This service is quite irregular but because of no other 

option locals depends on this arrangement. 
 

Health care: 

The village has no primary health care centre and villagers have to go to Kirandul for 

medical treatment. However, medical facility is provided by Mobile Medical Clinic run by 

Essar and NMDC in the village. The maternal and child care facilities and child birth are 

usually managed by ANM, Mitanin (TBA) and by local women. 
  

Communication facilities: 

There is no sub post office in the village. It is 8 kms away from their village. The 

telecommunication network is reasonably good is in the village. Mobile signal is available. 
 

Social Infrastructure: 

There is one development agency “Samhita Math” working on education and agriculture 

issues. The village has one Shiva Temple, community hall for occasions and one playground. 

The Hindu crematorium in Kadampal is located close to the burial ground. The Muslim and 

Christian graveyard is 8 km away. 

 

 

Village & GP- Madadi 

 

Location and Layout: 

Gram Panchayat Madadi is located in Kuakonda block of Dantewada district, at a distance of 

30 Km from block and 50km from its District headquarter. The village settlement area is 

located to the north of the project area. 
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Settlement pattern: 

There are eight paras (hamlets) viz. Totapara, Patelpara, Kutiyapara, Barrepara, Majharpara, 

Permapara, Dongripara and Mulapara. These clusters are by majority of sub-group Kadti 

and the others are Kunjam, Madkam Midyami and Ooyke. These hamlets are 1 - 2 kms away 

from the main village.  

Perpa which is a revenue village of Madadi village lies to the south. It is located 5km away 

from Gram Panchayat. 

 

Population: 

As per the 2011 Census, the total population of the village was 934 of which 467 were male 

and 467 were female. The total households in the village were 241. Based on this 

information the average household size for Madadi is 3.87. The sex ratio is ideal, 1000 

females per 1000 males. 

 

Literacy: 

As per the 2011 Census, the Madadi Gram Panchayat level literacy rate was 18.62% as 

against the district rural average 33.21%. The Madadi male literacy level was 28.69% vis-à-

vis the female literacy of 8.57%. 

 

Occupation: 

The livelihood pattern in the village reflects its traditional way of life. Livelihoods of village 

population are forest based, agriculture based and are dependent on animal husbandry. 

Another income of people comes from wage labour while some are casual labour in Essar. 

 

Education: 

The village has seven functional Anganwadi centres, three primary and one middle school 

(up to class 8). For high school education one has to travel to Kirandul which is 3km away. 

For higher secondary education, schools such as Prakash Vidhyalaya and DAV are available. 

For English medium education and graduation, villagers have to travel to Kirandul, which is 

3 kms from the village. At present, the school in Madadi has class rooms and teachers but 

no playground. The School building of middle has structural cracks. However, with the help 

of local Gram Panchayat, some renovation could be done. 
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Water supply: 

People fulfil their water need from 32 hand pumps, drain, small ponds and open wells. 

Although, hand pumps are their main source for fulfilling their daily water need. 
 

Sanitation: 

100% households use open ground for defecation mainly in areas around the forest.  No 

proper sanitation and drainage in the village. Schools building have toilets but are in poor 

condition.  
 

Electrification: 

Electrification was done in the village; however, it roughly covers 35% HH as domestic users. 

Sarpanchpara, Schoolpara, Patelpara and Gujjapara are 4 hamlets in village Madadi. Village 

has no street lighting, though some use electricity for agriculture. 
 

Road and Transportation: 

The village is not covered in the railway network and the nearest railway station Kirandul is 

5 kms away from the village. The unpaved roads in village Madadi are a constraint to the 

public transport system. The connectivity is minimal as from roadside it is 1.5 kms away. 

Transportation heavily depends on private operators, as there is no public transport. 
 

Health care: 

The village has no primary health care centre and the villagers have to go to Kirandul for 

medical treatment. However the only medical facility is the Mobile Medical Van run by 

Essar, which visits once in a week. There are no maternal and child care facilities and child 

birth is usually managed by local women because of irregular ANM and Mitanin visit. 
 

Communication facilities: 

There is no post office in the village. There is poor mobile coverage in this village.  
 

Social Infrastructure: 

There are two temples in the village. There are two Hindu crematorium in Madadi. The 

Muslim graveyard is 3 kms away. 
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Village Perpa, GP- Madadi 
 

Location and Layout: 

Perpa is revenue village of Gram Panchayat Madadi, located in Kuakonda block of 

Dantewada district, at a distance of 30 Km from block and 51km from its District 

headquarter. The village settlement area is located to the south of the project area. 
 

Settlement pattern: 

There are four paras (hamlets) in this village. These are Sarpanchpara, Schoolpara, Patelpara 

and Gujjapara at a distance of 1 to 3.5 kms from main village. These clusters are by majority 

of sub-group Kunjam and Mandavi. 
 

Population: 

As per the 2011 Census, the total population of the village was 612 of which 345 were male 

and 267 were female. The total households in the village were 105. Based on this 

information the average household size for Perpa is 5.82. The sex ratio is 773 females per 

1000 males. 
 

Literacy: 

As per the 2011 Census, the Perpa village level literacy rate was 19.11 % as against the 

district rural average of 33.21 %. The male literacy level was 23.48 % vis-à-vis the female 

literacy of 13.48 %. 
 

Occupation: 

The livelihood pattern in the village reflects its traditional way of life. Livelihoods of village 

population are forest based and agriculture based. Another income of people comes from 

wage labour while some are casual labour in Essar. Based on the discussions held at the 

village it was understand that the major crops grown here are paddy and maize. It is totally 

dependent on rain for irrigation.  They also sell minor forest produces like leaves, fruits, 

Datun, fire wood. 
 

Education: 

The Perpa village has three functional Anganwadi centres, wherein mid-day meal is 

provided by ICDS. The village has 3 primary schools and for middle level school they have to 

travel 2 kms to Peernar and for high school they have to travel 2 kms to Cholnar. 

For higher secondary education, Graduation and English medium education, the villagers 

have to travel to Kirandul, which is 6 kms away from the village.  
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Water supply: 

Perpa is dependent on a river and a creek for water. In addition there are two ponds, 6 

small ponds (Dabri), one dug well and 17 hand pumps which serve as common public water 

sources within the village limits. All sources are rain-fed.  

 

Sanitation: 

100% households use open ground for defecation mainly in areas around the forest.  No 

proper sanitation and drainage is available in the village. Schools building have toilets but 

are in poor condition.  

 

Electrification: 

Electrification was done in the village; however, it roughly covers 40% HH as domestic users. 

Village has no street lighting. 

  

Road and Transportation: 

The village is not covered in the railway and public transport network. The villagers have to 

travel 6km for railway station and 2 km for public transport. The unpaved roads in village 

Perpa are a constraint to the public transport system. 

 

Health care: 

The village has no primary health care centre and the villagers have to go to PHC, Kirandul 

and NMDC Hospital for medical treatment. The only medical facility is the Mobile Medical 

Clinic run by Essar, where a resident doctor visits once a week. There are no proper 

maternity and child care facilities in the village and majorly depends on ANM and Mitanin 

visit. The common ailments are malaria, cough and cold, deficiency of iron, stomach 

problems and joint pain etc. 

 

Communication facilities: 

Post office is 6 kms away from village. The mobile connectivity in the village is very poor.  

 

Social Infrastructure: 

There is one temple in the village. The Hindu crematorium and burial ground in Perpa is 

located in the village. In total there are 5 such places in Perpa village. 

 

 



Socio-economic survey and Need assessment study 
Kirandul, Dist. Dantewada- Chhattisgarh 
 

 
ESSAR FOUNDATION                                                                                                                      Page 25 of 86 
 

 

 

Village Cholnar, GP Kalepal 
 

Location and Layout: 

Cholnar is revenue village of Gram Panchayat Kalepal, located in Kuakonda block of 

Dantewada district; at a distance of 27 kms from block and 50 kms from its District 

headquarter Dantewada. The village settlement is located to the south of the project area. 
 

Settlement pattern: 

There are four paras (hamlets) in this village. These are Sarpanchpara, Junapara and 

Patelpara at a distance of 1 - 1.5 kms from main village, majorly of sub-group Mandavi. 
 

Population: 

As per the 2011 Census, the total population of the village was 872 of which 429 were male 

and 443 were female. The total households in the village were 114. The average household 

size for Cholnar is 7.64. The sex ratio is 1032 females per 1000 males. 
 

Literacy: 

As per the 2011 Census, the Cholnar village level literacy rate was 32.56 % as against the 

district rural average of 33.21 %. The male literacy level was 37.53 % vis-à-vis the female 

literacy of 27.77 %. 
 

Occupation: 

The main occupation of the villagers is farming, poultry farming and animal husbandry. 

Based on the discussions held at the village, it was foundd that the major crops grown here 

are paddy and maize and the crop is totally rain dependent for irrigation. Kosra rice and 

Madiya are their main food grains where as some of the villagers are also growing seasonal 

vegetables. They also sell minor forest produce like leaves, fruits, Datun, fire wood etc. 
 

Education: 

Cholnar village has four functional Anganwadi centres, wherein mid-day meal is provided by 

ICDS. The village has only 2 primary, 1 middle level and 1 high school. They have one 

residential school, Cholnar Gayatri Ashram. For higher secondary education, Graduation and 

English medium education, the villagers have to travel 8 kms to Kirandul. 
 

Water supply: 

Cholnar is dependent on 5 tube wells, 6 small ponds (Dabri), 3 dug wells and 33 hand pumps 

which serve as common public water sources within the village limits. In addition to this 

water source, there is one waterfall in Cholnar. All water sources are rain-fed. All these 
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water sources are affected due to scarce rainfall and require de-silting. The rapidly falling 

water table in the wells is also a cause of concern. As a result of these constraints, the 

quality of drinking water in the village is severely impacted. The quality of drinking water in 

Cholnar on the whole is very poor. 
 

Sanitation: 

100% households use open ground for defecation mainly in areas around the forest.  No 

proper sanitation and drainage in the village. Schools building have toilets but are in poor 

condition.  
 

Electrification: 

Electrification was done in the village; however, it roughly covers 25 % HH as domestic 

users. Sarpanchpara, Junapara, Patelpara. Village has no street lighting. 3 households have 

connection for agriculture. 
 

Road and Transportation: 

The village is not covered in the railway and public transport network. The villagers have to 

travel 6 kms to reach railway station and 2 km for public transport. The village is well 

connected by road. The transport connectivity is minimal with just one private transport bus 

service twice a day. This service is quite irregular, therefore locals depend on private 

transport i.e. four wheelers, taxi etc. 
 

Health care: 

The village has no primary health care centre and the villagers have to go to PHC Kirandul 

and NMDC Hospital for medical treatment. The only medical facility is the Mobile Medical 

Clinic run by Essar and NMDC, where a resident doctor visits once a week. There are no 

proper maternity and child care facility in the village and they are dependent on ANM and 

Mitanin. The common ailments are malaria, cough and cold, deficiency of iron, stomach 

problems, joint pain etc. 
 

Communication facilities: 

There is no post office in the village. It is 8 kms away at Kirandul or Palnar sub post office. 

The telecommunication network is reasonably good. Mobile coverage is there in the village. 

 

Social Infrastructure: 

Two SHGs have been formed in the village. There is one community hall, a bus stand and a 

temple in the village. The Hindu crematorium is located close to the Shiva temple. 
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Village & GP- Kalepal 

Location and Layout: 

Gram Panchayat Kalepal is located in Kuakonda block of Dantewada district, at a distance of 

30 kms from block and 53 kms from its District headquarters. The village settlement area is 

located to the north of the project area. 
 

Settlement pattern: 

There are two hamlets in the village - Kunjampara and Schoolpara. These clusters are of 

sub-group Mandavi. These hamlets are 1 - 2 kms away from the main village. Kalepal village 

lies in the south direction of project area. 
 

Population: 

As per the 2011 Census, the total population of the village was 576, of which 278 were male 

and 298 were female. The total households in the village were 114. Based on this 

information, the average household size for Kalepal is 5.05. The sex ratio is 1071 females 

per 1000 males. 
 

Literacy: 

As per the 2011 Census, the Kalepal Gram Panchayat level literacy rate was 18.22% as 

against the district rural average 33.21%. The male literacy level was 22.66% vis-à-vis the 

female literacy of 14.09%. 
 

Occupation: 

The main occupation of the villagers is farming, poultry farming and animal husbandry. 

Based on the discussions held at the village it was understood that the major crops are 

paddy and maize. They are totally dependent on monsoons for irrigation. Kosra rice and 

madiya are their main food grains, though some of the villagers are also growing seasonal 

vegetables. They also sell minor forest produce like leaves, fruits, Datun, fire wood and local 

liquor of Mahua & Wild Date Palm. 
 

Education: 

The village has four functional Anganwadi centres, two primary and one middle school (up 

to class 8). For high school education, one has to travel to Cholnar which is 2 kms away. For 

higher secondary education and graguation, villagers have to travel to Kirandul, which is 10 

kms away from the village. 
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At present, the school in Kalepal has class rooms and teachers but no playground. The 

School building of middle has structural cracks. 

 

Water supply: 

Kalepal is dependent on 3 tube wells, 2 small ponds (Dabri), 2 open wells and 13 hand 

pumps which serve as common public water sources within the village limits. All these 

water sources are affected due to scarce rainfall. The rapidly falling water table in the wells 

is also a cause of concern. As a result of these constraints, the quality of drinking water in 

the village is severely impacted. The quality of drinking water on the whole is very poor. 
 

Sanitation: 

100% households use open ground for defecation mainly in areas around the forest.  No 

proper sanitation and drainage in the village. Schools building has toilets but are in poor 

condition. 
 

Electrification: 

Electrification was done in the village; however, it roughly covers 17% HH as domestic users 

in Kunjampara and Schoolpara. Village have no street lighting. Three households have 

connection for agriculture. 
 

Road and Transportation: 

The village is not covered in the railway and public transport network. The villagers have to 

travel 8 kms to reach railway station. The village is well connected with road. 

The transport connectivity is minimal with just one private transport bus service twice a 

day. This service is quite irregular, therefore locals depend upon private transport i.e. four 

wheelers, taxi etc. 
 

Health care: 

The village has one non-functional sub health care centre and the villagers have to go to 

PHC Kirandul and NMDC Hospital for medical treatment. The only medical facility is by the 

way of a Mobile Medical Clinic run by Essar and NMDC, where a resident doctor visits once 

in a week. There are no proper maternity and child care facilities in the village and 

dependent on ANM and Mitanin. The common ailments are malarial fever, cough and cold, 

deficiency of iron, stomach problems and joint pain, etc. 
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Communication facilities: 

No post office in the village and villagers has to travel 8km either at Kirandul or Palnar sub 

post office. The telecommunication network is reasonably good mobile telephonic coverage 

is in the village. 
 

Social Infrastructure: 

Playground, garden is absent in village although village has one community hall. Religious 

the villagers are Hindu and there is one temple in the village. The Hindu crematorium and 

burial ground is located in the village.  

 

Village & GP- Tikanpal 

 

Location and Layout: 

Gram Panchayat Tikanpal is located in Kuakonda block of Dantewada district, at a distance 

of 45 kms from block and 15 kms from its District headquarter. The village settlement area 

is located to the north of the project area. 

 

Settlement pattern: 

The settlement pattern in the village is north in direction and is characterised by clusters 

which are formed according to caste. There are thirteen hamlets in village viz. Manjharpara, 

Sorripara, Mundrapara, Kollapara, Karrepara, Patelpara, Raopara, Loharapara, Bhattapara, 

Kankipara, Gayatapara, Dongripara. These hamlets are upto 4.5 kms (Dongripara) away 

from the main village. These clusters are of sub-group .Tati, Bharsa, Kadti and Mandavi.  

 

Population: 

As per the 2011 Census, the total population of the village was 3430 of which 1669 were 

male and 1761 were female. The total households in the village were 710. Based on this 

information the average household size for Tikanpal is 4.83. The sex ratio is 1055 females 

per 1000 males. 

 

Literacy: 

As per the 2011 Census, the Tikanpal Gram Panchayat level literacy rate of 7 years and 

above was 16.29% as against the district rural average of 33.21%. The Tikanpal male literacy 

level was 17.26% vis-à-vis the female literacy of 15.39%. 
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Occupation: 

The main occupation of the villagers is farming, poultry farming and animal husbandry. 

Based on the discussions held at the village it was understand the major crops are paddy, 

maize based on monsoon. Kosra, rice Madiya are their main food grains where some of the 

villager are also grow seasonal vegetables. They also sell minor forest produces like leaves, 

fruits, Datun, fire wood and local liquor of Mahua and Wild Date Palm. 

 

Education: 

The Tikanpal village has 13 functional Anganwadi center wherein mid-day meal provided by 

ICDS. The village has 12 primary, 1 middle level up to 8th std. For higher secondary 

education, Graduation and English medium education, the villagers have to travel 6km at 

Kirandul. 

 

Water supply: 

Tikanpal is dependent for water on the “Shankani Nadi”, a river which flows close by. In 

addition there are three ponds, 2 tube well, 50 small pond (Dabri) and 70 hand pumps 

which serve as common public water sources within the village precincts. All river, tanks 

and pond sources are rain-fed. All these water sources are affected due to scarce rainfall 

and require de-silting. The rapidly falling water table in the wells is also a cause of concern. 

As a result of these constraints, the quality of drinking water in the village is severely 

impacted. The quality of drinking water in Tikanpal on the whole is very poor. 

 

Sanitation: 

95% households use open ground for defecation mainly in areas around the forest.  No 

proper sanitation and drainage in the village. Schools building have toilets but are in poor 

condition. 

 

Electrification: 

Electrification was done in the village; however, it roughly covers 45% HH as domestic users. 

Village have not street lighting and although 15 households have connection for agriculture. 

 

Road and Transportation: 

The village is not covered in the railway and public transport network. The villagers have to 

travel 6km for railway station and 2 km for public transport. The village is well connected 

with road. The nearest metaled road is 2km from village. 
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The transport connectivity is minimal with just one private transport bus service in twice a 

day. This service is quite irregular, therefore locals depend upon private transport i.e. four 

wheelers taxi. The unpaved roads in village are a constraint to the public transport system. 

 

Health care: 

The village has no health care centre and the villagers have to go to PHC Palnar and NMDC 

Hospital for a medical treatment. The only medical facility is by the way of a Mobile Medical 

Clinic run by Essar, where a resident doctor visits twice in a month. There are no proper 

maternity and child care facilities There are thirteen Anganwadi for maternal and child care 

facilities but are not functioning well due to absence of good infrastructure and regarding 

core activity of providing supplementary nutrition to under-six children, selected adolescent 

girls, pregnant and lactating mothers the Anganwadi is not functioning well. 

 

Communication facilities: 

No post office in the village and villagers has to travel 6 km either at Palnar sub post office. 

The telecommunication network is not good in the village. 

 

Social Infrastructure: 

Playground, garden is absent in village. The villagers worship Hindu god and goddess three 

temples in the village. The 13 Hindu crematorium and burial ground is located in the village.  

 

Village & GP- Palnar 

Location and Layout: 

Gram Panchayat Palnar is located in Kuakonda block of Dantewada district, at a distance of 

13 Km from block and 38km from its District headquarter. The village settlement area is 

located to the south of the project area. 

 

Settlement pattern: 

The settlement pattern in the village south in direction and is characterised by clusters 

which are formed according to caste. Such clusters are known as hamlets or para and are 

ten in number viz. Bajarpara, Bhalupara, Patelpara, Devapara, Arrepara, Modupara, 

Mosoltota, Mundapara, Lekampara, Manjhipara. These hamlets are upto 1.5 km away from 

the main village. These clusters are by majority sub-group of Oyami, Mandavi, Vetty and 

Sinha. 

 



Socio-economic survey and Need assessment study 
Kirandul, Dist. Dantewada- Chhattisgarh 
 

 
ESSAR FOUNDATION                                                                                                                      Page 32 of 86 
 

 

 

 

Population: 

As per the 2011 Census, the total population of the village was 2010 of which 944 were 

male and 1066 were female. The total households in the village were 432. Based on this 

information the average household size for Palnar is 4.65. The sex ratio is 1129 females per 

1000 males. 

 

Literacy: 

As per the 2011 Census, the Palnar Gram Panchayat level literacy rate of 7 years and above 

was 26.31% as against the district rural average 33.21%. The Palnar male literacy level was 

31.14% vis-à-vis the female literacy of 22.05%. 

 

Occupation: 

The livelihood pattern in the village reflects its traditional way of life. Livelihoods of these 

people are forest based and agriculture based. Another income of people comes from wage 

labour while some are casual labour in Essar. Based on the discussions held at the village it 

was understand the major crops are paddy, maize based on monsoon. Some of them 

engaged in petty shop business. 

 

Education: 

The Palnar village has 7 functional Anganwadi centre wherein mid-day meal provided by 

ICDS. The village has 7 primary, 2 middle level and one higher secondary school. For 

Graduation and English medium education, the villagers have to travel upto 17km at 

Kirandul. 

 

Water supply: 

Palnar is dependent for water on 22 tube well, 2 pond, 12 small pond (Dabri), 7 open well 

and 117 hand pumps which serve as common public water sources within the village 

precincts. All tanks and pond sources are rain-fed. The rapidly falling water table in the wells 

is also a cause of concern. As a result of these constraints, the quality of drinking water in 

the village is severely impacted. The quality of drinking water in Palnar on the whole is very 

poor. 

 

 

 



Socio-economic survey and Need assessment study 
Kirandul, Dist. Dantewada- Chhattisgarh 
 

 
ESSAR FOUNDATION                                                                                                                      Page 33 of 86 
 

 

 

Sanitation: 

60% households are known to have toilets whereas 40% of the population use open ground 

for defecation mainly in areas around the forest. In some hamlets there is proper sanitation 

and drainage system but due of lack of awareness in the village villagers are not use it 

properly. Schools building have toilets but are in poor condition. 

 

Electrification: 

The CSEB is the service provider in Palnar and electrification covers all hamlets. However, it 

mainly covers domestic users. Only Bajarpara clusters have street lighting provided by 

board. There are business connection in the market place Bajarpara. 

 

Road and Transportation: 

The village is not covered in the railway network and nearest railway station Kirandul which 

is 17km away from village. Except in some hamlets most of the villages are well connected 

with roads and public transport system. 

 

Health care: 

Health care facilities in the village are in the form of Primary Health Care Centre, one sub 

centre and two private clinics. Two trained nurses with two RMPs to take care of emergency 

maternity cases. Digital pathological tests are also available through Health ATM. As this is 

only health care centre covers more than 10-12 surrounding villages. More medical 

equipment and items is required to well-equipped the centre. 

  

Communication facilities: 

There is one sub post office in the village. The telecommunication network is reasonably 

good with local landlines and mobile telephonic coverage is in the village. 

 

Social Infrastructure: 

Two grain mills and one oil mill, Playground is there in Palnar village and one market place 

where villagers do marketing weekly. The villagers worship Hindu god and goddess one 

temple in main village. The 4 Hindu crematorium and burial ground is located in the village. 
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Village & GP- Phulpad 

 

Location and Layout:  

Gram Panchayat Phulpad is located in Kuakonda block of Dantewada district, at a distance 

of 13 kms from block and 36 kms from its District headquarter. The village settlement area 

is located to the south of the project area. 

 

Settlement pattern: 

There are six hamlets or para in the village- Junapara, Patelpara, Mediyampara, Domarpara, 

Markapara and Koylanpara. These hamlets are upto 3 kms (Koylanpara) away from the main 

village. These clusters belong to sub-group Vetty, Midyami and Kunjam. 

 

Population: 

As per the 2011 Census, the total population of the village was 1981 of which 943 were 

male and 1038 were female. The total households in the village were 428. Based on this 

information the average household size for Phulpad is 4.62. The sex ratio is 1100 females 

per 1000 males. 

 

Literacy: 

As per the 2011 Census, the literacy rate of 7 years and above was 23.01% as against the 

district rural average 33.21%. The male literacy level was 33.51% vis-à-vis the female 

literacy of 13.49%. 

 

Occupation: 

The livelihood pattern in the village reflects its traditional way of life. Livelihoods of this 

village population are forest products and agriculture based. Another source of income is 

wage labour while some are casual labour in Essar. Based on the discussions held in the 

village, it was understood that the major crops are paddy and maize. They are dependent 

on monsoon for irrigation. They also sell minor forest produce like leaves, fruits, Datun and 

fire wood. 

 

Education: 

Phulpad village has 9 Anganwadi centres, wherein mid-day meal is provided by ICDS. There 

are 4 primary and 1 middle school upto 8th standard. For higher secondary education, 

Graduation and English medium education, the villagers have to travel 16km to Kirandul. 
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Water supply: 

Phulpad is dependent on 2 tube wells, 1 pond, 3 small ponds (Dabri), 10 open wells and 43 

hand pumps for water which serve as common public water source within the village. All 

tanks and pond sources are rain-fed. The rapidly falling water table in the wells is a cause of 

concern.  
 

Sanitation: 

100% households defecate in the open field, mainly in areas around the forest.  There is no 

proper sanitation and drainage in the village. Schools building have toilets but are in poor 

condition. 
 

Electrification: 

Electrification was done in the village; however, it roughly covers 45% HH as domestic users 

but the supply is irregular mainly in remote hamlets. Village has no street lighting and 16 

households have connection for agriculture use. 
 

Road and Transportation: 

The village is not covered in the railway and public transport network. The villagers have to 

travel 18 kms for railway station and 2 kms for public transport. The village is well 

connected by road. The nearest metalled road is 2 kms from village and the villagers have to 

travel minimum 2 kms upto Palnar to avail the transport service. This service is quite 

irregular, therefore locals depend upon taxi.  
 

Health care: 

The village has no Primary Health Care Centre and villagers have to go to Palnar PHC for 

medical treatment, which is 2 kms away. The only medical facility is the Mobile Medical 

Clinic run by Essar, where a resident doctor visits twice a month. The 9 Anganwadi centers 

for maternal and child care facilities are not functioning well due to absence of good 

infrastructure and Anganwadi services. 
  

Communication facilities: 

There is one sub post office in the village. The telecommunication network is reasonably 

good with local landlines and mobile telephonic coverage in the village. 
 

Social Infrastructure: 

In Phulpad, there is neither any play ground nor community hall. The villagers have no 

temple in their village and have to go 3 kms from their village. The village has three Hindu 

crematoriums and one burial ground. 
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Village - Kidriras, Gram Panchayat - Bedma 

Location and Layout: 

Village Kidriras is revenue village of Gram Panchayat Bedma, located in Katekalyan block of 

Dantewada district, at a distance of 80 Kms from block and 50 kms from its District 

headquarter. The village settlement is located to the south of the project area. 
 

Settlement pattern: 

The settlement pattern in the village is south in direction and is characterised by clusters 

which are formed according to caste. There are six paras (hamlets) in this village. These are 

Patelpara, Buddhupara, Manjharpara, Kunjampara, Boddipara and Kidrirasat at a distance of 

around 6 kms from Kidriras. These clusters are of sub-group Kunjam and Sori. 
 

Population: 

As per the 2011 Census, the total population of the village was 127 of which 57 were male 

and 70 were female. The total households in the village were 22. Based on this information 

the average household size for Kidriras is 5.77. The sex ratio is 1228 female per 1000 male. 
 

Literacy: 

As per the 2011 Census, the Bedma village level literacy rate of 7 years and above was 7.87 

% as against the district rural average of 33.21%. The male literacy level was 14.04% vis-a-

vis the female literacy of 2.86%. 
 

Occupation: 

The main occupation of the villagers is farming, poultry farming and animal husbandry. 

Based on the discussions held at the village it was understood that the major crops grown 

were paddy and maize. The irrigation of these crops is based on monsoon. Kosra and 

Madiya rice are their main food grains where as some of the villagers are also growing 

seasonal vegetables. They also sell minor forest produces like leaves, fruits, Datun, fire 

wood and local liquor of Mahua and Wild Date Palm. 
 

Education: 

Kidriras village has 9 Anganwadi centres, wherein mid-day meal is provided by ICDS. The 

village has five primary and one middle level school upto 8th standard. For higher secondary 

education, graduation and English medium education, the villagers have to travel 24 kms 

upto Kirandul. 
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Water supply: 

Kidriras is dependent on 2 open wells and 3 hand pumps for water which serve as common 

public water sources within the village precincts. All these water sources are rain-fed. The 

available water sources are affected due to scarce rainfall and the quality of drinking water 

in the village is severely impacted. As a result of these constraints the quality of drinking 

water in Kidriras on the whole is very poor. 
 

Sanitation: 100% households use open ground for defecation mainly in areas around the 

forest.  No proper sanitation and drainage in the village. School buildings have toilets but 

are in poor condition. 
 

Electrification: 

Electrification was done in the village; however, it roughly covers 25% HH as domestic users 

with irregular supply. Village does not have street lighting. 
 

Road and Transportation: 

The village is not covered in the railway and public transport network. The villagers have to 

travel 24km for railway station. The village is not well connected with road and one has to 

travel minimum 3km for the bus stop and locals depend upon four wheeler taxis. The 

unpaved roads in village are a constraint to the transport system in the village. 
 

Health care: 

The village has no primary health care centre and the villagers have to go to PHC Palnar or 

CHC Kuakonda for medical treatment which is 7 – 9 kms away from village. The only medical 

facility is the Mobile Medical Clinic run by Essar, where a resident doctor visits twice in a 

month. There are no proper maternity and child care facilities. There are nine Anganwadis 

but are not functioning well due to absence of good infrastructure. 
 

Communication facilities: 

There is no post office in the village. The telecommunication network is very bad almost out 

of mobile telephonic coverage. 

 

Social Infrastructure: 

In Kidriras, there is neither play ground nor community hall. The villagers worship Hindu 

gods and goddesses. They have to travel 7 kms to reach a temple as there is no temple in 

their village. The 3 Hindu crematoriums and burial ground are located in the village. 
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CHAPTER 3 

FINDING OF THE HOUSEHOLD SURVEY 
 

3.1.  BACKGROUND 

The census and socio-economic survey was carried out to estimate the number of 

households and assess their socio-economic status. The information collected through 

the survey would assist in assessing the sources of livelihood and income levels. 
 

3.2.  METHODOLOGY 

Sample 

The survey was carried out in 11 villages of Dantewada District encompassing a 

population 12652 spread over 2744 household. The field work was initiated on 01 July 

and completed the survey by 31 August 2016. 10% HH (287) were covered through two-

stage purposive sampling based on agreed upon criteria. The survey was also 

strengthened by conducting informal consultation with the local community, Panchayat 

members and other stakeholders. The number of household surveyed in the villages is 

shown in Table. Approximately 287 Houses have been sampled from the Project Area 

Villages.  

Perhaps, for the first time, locally relevant data has been gathered at the village and HH 

level in Dantewada, South Bastar addressing socio-economic conditions. All the statistics 

presented in this chapter is based on the household survey carried out by the team. 
 

Household survey 

State District Block Village Popula
tion 

Total HH 
Size 

Sample Size 
(10%) 

Populati
on 

Chhattisgarh 
Dantewada, 
South- 
Bastar 

Dantewada 
Padapur 406 99 10 50 

Benpal 709 150 15 87 

Kuakonda 

Kadampal 995 224 22 128 

Madadi 934 241 24 113 

Perpa 612 105 18 70 

Cholnar 872 219 21 119 

Kalepal 576 114 11 71 

Tikanpal 3430 710 71 354 

Palnar 2010 432 43 232 

Phulpad 1981 428 42 199 

KateKalyan Kidriras 127 22 10 52 

       TOTAL 12652 2744 287 1475 
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Sample Technique 

The survey adopted multistage stratified random sampling. In the first stage the villages 

of the survey were selected along the Essar pipeline. In the second stage, the 

households of the survey were selected from each hamlet in the village and during the 

selection keep in mind the representation of hamlet through households could be done.    

Prior to initiating the survey, the questionnaire was piloted to identify the gaps and 

relevance of the queries in light of the project requirements. Accordingly the 

questionnaire was modified. Furthermore, use of structured semi-closed/open FGD 

questionnaire facilitated, in many cases, “quantification” of participant perceptions 

(frequency distribution) leading to value addition. The census and socio-economic data 

analysis has covered the needs and resources of different groups and individuals, 

including intra-household analysis and gender analysis. Information on the village profile 

was also collected through a village schedule. The data includes information on 

demographic profile, occupation profile, cropping pattern, land use, village 

infrastructure, community health and common property resources. 

 

Tool 

The census and socio-economic profiling was carried out by using a structured 

questionnaire. The survey tool was designed and adapted to capture data on 

respondents’ demographic and general information. It also included questions that 

focused on major theme such as health, education, basic needs and livelihoods. In 

addition, the survey included questions focusing priority community needs and 

problem. Social-profiles of village were mapped and triangulate findings from the 

household survey.  

The data analysis has covered the needs and resources. Information on the village 

profile was also collected through a village schedule. The data includes information on 

demographic profile, occupation profile, cropping pattern, land use, village 

infrastructure, community health and common property resources. 

The English and Hindi version of the questionnaire and village schedule are included in 

the Report as Annexure. 

The secondary sources of information included various documents published by the 

government of Chhattisgarh such as district census handbook, statistical abstract, 

economic survey report etc. Relevant information from these documents was analysed. 
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3.3. SOCIO- ECONOMIC PROFILES OF THE VILLAGES 

 

3.3.1. No. of resident HH members; Avg. no. of members in HH 
 

Based on the household 

survey and census carried 

out in the village it was 

found the sampled villages 

are largely agrarian and 

show corresponding similar 

average family size of 

roughly 6 members. There 

is slight variation in 

female/male distribution 

across villages. 

 

 

3.3.2. Caste/ Tribe and sub-group 
 

Three major tribes viz. 

Madia, Kalar and Halba 

dominate in this area. 

100% of the villages 

comprise tribal population 

are Hindus. 97.21% of the 

samples HH were Madia, 

subsequently 2.09% Kalar 

and 0.70 % Halba are the 

tribal groups. Whereas, the 

percentage of sub-groups 

Kujam, Tati and Mandavi 

shown high percentage in the area. These sub-groups have their own traditions which 

differentiate to each other. 
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3.3.3. Age- sex Distribution  
The population is growing at 

a slow rate which is 

reflected in square-like 

structure of the pyramid. 

Also pyramid that is 

narrowed at the bottom 

depicts higher growth in 

youths as compared to the 

number of infants. It also 

shows low birth rate. This 

also represents from the 

elder age population.  31% 

(468/1475) of sampled 

population across villages 

are below 15 years and 52% 

(767/1475) are in reproductive age group. There is interesting finding in male/female 

ratio, across most of the ages female are more in number. 

 

3.3.4. Marital status 
 

 Marital status is the 
condition of being 
married or 
unmarried. The 
survey revealed that 
percentage of 
married population 
is little higher in 
most of villages. It is 
because early 
marriage is in 
practice in these 
areas.   
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3.3.5. Literacy Rate 

The general literacy rate as 

per sample data is 39.50% 

which is less than the rural 

Chhattisgarh average of state 

level rural average of 65.99% 

and district 33.88%. The male 

literacy level was 50.40% vis-

à-vis the female literacy of 

29.07%.  

A study of village level data 

shows more than 60% 

population is illiterate. The 

highest literacy rate of male is in Perpa and Kadampal and lowest percentage is in 

Benpal. A sizeable one third of the population has attained up to primary level 

education. It is pertinent to note that a very small fraction (9%) of the population has 

achieved a higher matriculate level of education. 

 

3.3.6. Migration 

The survey revealed that villages have not permanently migrated.Some had migrated to 

neighbouring districts. These are seasonal migration. The younger members have 

migrated for higher education from Palnar and Tikanpal village. However, for wage 

labour a large number of people travel from these villages to Kirandul or Dantewada 

daily.   

 

3.3.7. Occupational pattern 

As per the census definition of work; “work is participation in any economically 

productive activity” and “main worker is a person involved in work for more than 183 

days”. Those who have not been involved in work for more than a year are termed as 

non-workers and those involved in work for less than 183 days are termed as a marginal 

workers. 

The occupational data together with a study of the usual activity data revealed that 

cultivation and non-agriculture casual wage employment is very common in all the 

villages. The farming techniques reflect its traditional cultivation techniques as 

discussed. However, casual wage employment in agriculture dominates over salaried 
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employment but as the agriculture is mostly rainfed, the percentage is less in 

comparison to non-agriculture labour.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The livelihood pattern of the villagers is its traditional way of life. 99.65 percent of 

livelihoods are forest based i.e. collection of Mahua, Tamarind, Mango and others 

items. 97.56 percent are agriculture based and 86.41 percent of livelihoods are 

dependent on animal husbandry. Another 72.82 percent of the income of people comes 

from wage labour. People feel that everyone should have equal opportunities for 

employment. 

 

3.3.8. Employment and income 

Income and employment 

are key indicators of 

economic well-being, 

along with education, 

key social determinants 

of population health and 

health inequalities. As 

per survey, only 14.98 

percent household have 

salaried job and among 

them 65.12 percent are 

in Government job 
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whereas 34.88 percent households have Private jobs. The monthly income of the 

salaried person have been categorised into four slabs most of the government 

employees are in above 10000 and above category followed by 2001-5000 per month 

category.  

    

 Nature of Job Salary per month 

 Govt. Private <2000 2001-5000 5001-10000 >10001 

Padapur - 10.00 - - - 10.00 

Benpal 6.67 - 6.67 - - - 

Kadampal 18.18 13.64 9.09 - - 22.73 

Madadi 8.33 8.33 - - 4.17 12.50 

Perpa - 5.56 - 5.56 - - 

Cholnar 4.76 4.76 - 4.76 4.76 - 

Kalepal 27.27 - - 18.18 - 9.09 

Tikanpal 8.45 4.23 4.23 2.82 2.82 2.82 

Palnar 13.95 - - - - 13.95 

Phulpad 9.52 4.76 - 2.38 - 9.52 

Kidriras 10.00 20.00 - - 20.00 10.00 

Total 65.12 34.88 2.09 2.44 2.09 8.01 

 

3.3.9. Dependency Ratio 

The dependency ratio is a measure of the portion of a population which is composed of 

dependents (people who are too young or too old to work which is expressed as a 

percentage) has been computed on three bases: 

Age-Dependency 

Ratios- Proportion 

of children less 

than 15 and elderly 

65+ relative to the 

population of 

“working ages” 

Child-Dependency 

Ratio- Proportion 

of children less 

than 15 relative to 

the population of 

“working ages” 



Socio-economic survey and Need assessment study 
Kirandul, Dist. Dantewada- Chhattisgarh 
 

 
ESSAR FOUNDATION                                                                                                                      Page 45 of 86 
 

 

 

Old-Age Dependency Ratio - Proportion of adults over age 65 relative to the population of 

“working ages”  

In most of the villages there is high dependency ratio for both total dependency ratio 

and child dependency. A high dependency ratio can cause serious economic pressure in 

a society it effect the expenditure is on health, social security and education, which are 

mostly used by the youngest and the oldest in a population. The data reveals there is 

less number of people in working age group. This is again a barrier of development at 

family level. 

 

3.3.10. Participation in Public Program 

Public distribution system is a food security system, it distributes subsidised food and 

no-food items to poor family. The survey data reveals that all the included households 

have their ration cards and major commodities distributed include staple food grains 

such as rice, salt, gram, sugar and kerosene through fair price shops at each Gram 

Panchayat. 58.89 % HH have Ration card of Below Poverty Line (BPL) and 35.19% have 

APL cards. The Gram Panchayat has also issued the Antyodaya card and special card 

Annapoorna for widow and single women. Every BPL card holder is entitled to get 35kg 

of rice every month similarly APL card holder is entitled to get 15 kg of food grains every 

month. 

  

Village Type of ration 
card  (Antyodaya) 

Type of ration 
card  (BPL) 

Type of ration 
card  (APL) 

Type of ration card  
(Other  specify) 

Padapur 10.00 50.00 40.00 - 

Benpal - 80.00 20.00 - 

Kadampal 13.64 40.91 45.45 - 

Madadi - 37.50 50.00 12.50 

Perpa - 38.89 50.00 11.11 

Cholnar - 57.14 33.33 9.52 

Kalepal - 63.64 18.18 18.18 

Tikanpal 1.41 73.24 25.35 - 

Palnar 2.33 48.84 48.84 - 

Phulpad - 73.81 26.19 - 

Kidriras 20.00 40.00 40.00 - 

  2.79 58.89 35.19 3.14 

Under Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act job cards has been 

issued to more than 95 percent of household but due to irregular in payment the 

average working days per household are 25-30 man days per year.   
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3.3.11.  Livestock Population 

As per the survey, the total livestock population recorded in the village is 44520 out of 

which hen/chicken account for the maximum share (45.27%). Pigs/ goat account for the 

net highest (27.79%). These livestock are mainly for business purpose. The other 

important livestock are Buffalo/ Bullock-he (14.12%) and Cow/ Buffalo-she (12.83%). 

The Buffalo and cows have importance during agriculture and mainly for ploughing and 

other agriculture related works.   

 

Ownership pattern of Livestock in Villages   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.3.12. Land Holding Pattern 

The maximum average land holding size among the households in the village is 1-2 

Acre/family. There 27.28 % of HH in the average range of 2-4 Acre/family and maximum 

irrigated cultivation land is above 10 Acre/family in village Tikanpal, Palnar and Phulpad.  

If categorised in farmers’ group the data indicates that majority of agriculture land in 

the village is fragmented and distributed among the marginal farmers (land holding size 

less than 2.74 acres) are highest whereas 5.57 percent of Households have not irrigated 

land. 

 

 

 Cow/Buffalo 
(she)- 

#possessed 

Bullock/Buffalo 
(he)- 

#possessed 

Pigs/Goat - 
#possessed 

Hen/Chicken - 
#possessed 

Padapur 18 30 48 85 

Benpal 22 0 84 125 

Kadampal 50 76 118 167 

Madadi 39 36 113 118 

Perpa 41 44 89 103 

Cholnar 33 52 80 116 

Kalepal 21 33 56 75 

Tikanpal 130 146 280 506 

Palnar 84 87 155 305 

Phulpad 118 108 183 353 

Kidriras 24 26 50 93 

Total  580 638 1256 2046 

% 12.83 14.12 27.79 45.27 
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Land holding pattern of household in village 

 

3.3.13. Cropping Pattern 

Being a mono-cropped region, paddy is the main cereal crop in Kharif season in the 

study area. Due to rainfed cultivation the productivity of rice is low. Though most of the 

area was covered by this crop, several other crops were also grown by the farmers 

during Kharif as well as Rabi season. Paddy occupies the largest area and the second 

largest area is covered with Kodo/ Kutki. Other crops are maize, mustard, sorghum, 

pigeon pea, kulthi and some vegetables tomato, brinjal and bottle guard. 

Source of irrigation:  

Irrigation is the main problem in this area. The majority of farmers were cultivated the 

main rice crop during Kharif under rainfed condition. Despite of this, farmers having 

their own sources of irrigation but they contributed very negligible in area. It reveals 

that others sources (reservoir i.e. natural flow of water from mountain and accumulated 

in valley portion of earth) was main source of irrigation and accounted more than 74 

percent area to the total irrigation area in the area.  

 

 

 

 

    Cultivation land- Irrigated 

 No. Landless Marginal 
farmers 

<2.74 acres 

Small 
farmers 

2.74-4.94 
acres 

Semi 
Medium 
4.94-9.88 

acres 

Medium 
farmers 

9.88-19.76 
acres 

Semi 
large 

19.76-
24.7 
acres 

Large 
farmers 

>24.7 
acres 

Padapur 10 1 5 3  1   

Benpal 15  9 3 1  2  

Kadampal 22  11 9 2    

Madadi 24 4 9 7 3 1   

Perpa 18 2 12 2 1 1   

Cholnar 21 1 6 10 4    

Kalepal 11  6 4  1   

Tikanpal 71 5 32 13 12 7 1 1 

Palnar 43 2 14 8 9 2 7 1 

Phulpad 42 1 17 15 4 2 2 1 

Kidriras 10  6 4     

Total 287 16 127 78 36 15 12 3 

Percent  5.57 44.25 27.18 12.54 5.23 4.18 1.05 
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Kuccha rooms Semi-pucca rooms Pucca rooms
Separate kitchen Access of electricity

3.3.14. Housing Characteristics 

The type of housing was 

categorized in Kuccha, 

Semi-pucca, Pucca 

rooms, separate kitchen 

in house and availability 

of electricity. The data 

depict all covered house 

at least one kuccha 

rooms prepared by 

unbaked mud and 

thatched. Except in 

Kadampal, Kalepal and 

Palnar sampled households have built the semi-pucca with thatched roof and all the 

Pucca rooms were built under Indira Awas Yojana.  There is tradition among all the 

sampled households that they have separate kitchen. The electric supply is available in 

each village but the due to irregular supply mainly in Perpa, Kalepal, Tikanpal and 

Phulpad are not availing the services very frequently.    

 

3.3.15. Other Assets 
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The household assets survey is a vital source of information on how households are 

managing economically. The study data shows that the expenses towards asset is less 

and items like bicycle (25.90%), mobile (20.41%), watch (10.36%) and two-wheeled 

motor bike (8.79%) are common. The entertainment related items are very few. Other 

items which are their status symbol are bore well, tube well and fish ponds.  
 

3.3.16. Mortality pattern  

The pattern of mortality is a key indicator of the consequent health effects. The pattern 

of diseases in these villages is more or less common. The data depicts the death 

occurred during 5- years period in the family. The village wise data presented in the 

table shows 44 deaths were reported during the period and for both male & female the 

number is equal i.e. 22 each. Breathing problem, Heart attack, Tuberculosis are 

reported as cause of death. The other category includes accidents like snake biting etc. 

Villages 
Death occurs 
in last 5 years 

Sex  Cause of death 

   Male  Female TB Heart Attack Asthma Other 

Padapur 1  1   1  

Benpal 1  1    1 

Kadampal 1  1    1 

Madadi 5 3 2 1 1  3 

Perpa 7 5 2   2 5 

Cholnar 5 2 3  1  4 

Kalepal 1  1    1 

Tikanpal 5 3 2    5 

Palnar 9 5 4   1 8 

Phulpad 9 4 5 1  1 7 

Kidriras 0       

  44 22 22 2 2 5 35 
 

3.3.17. Status of Health 

In order to find out the common health problems which are prevalent among the 

villagers, survey was done for illness experienced in the family during last three months. 

The study reveals fever, cough and cold, skin problems and diarrhoeal diseases were 

the common health problems reported in all villages. Common illness among mothers 

and children were anaemia, malnutrition, diarrhoeal disease and skin infection. In 

addition vaginal discharge, excess bleeding during menstruation, swelling of feet and 

premature delivery were the other common health problems cited when discussed with 

health service providers. Men reportedly suffered from gastroenteritis, skin infection, 

weakness and malaria.  
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CHAPTER 4 

COMMUNITY NEEDS ASSESSMENT 
 

4.1.  INTRODUCTION 

The needs assessment component of the assignment was guided by the available 

resources, prevalent social customs, sentiments and beliefs of the local community and 

an independent assessment of the existing infrastructure of the village. The objective of 

the needs assessment was to obtain the stakeholders’ perspective and expectations 

activities in terms of possible economic linkages, community welfare and infrastructure 

augmentation. The data required for the needs assessment was collected through the 

structured questionnaire developed for household survey and village schedule. The 

primary data generated was collected through the questionnaires and consultations 

with the local community provided the required inputs for an objective needs 

assessment. 

 

4.2.  METHODOLOGY 

The questionnaire based survey covered about 287 households in the 11 villages. The 

opinions of the surveyed households were collected in terms of social and economic 

standing, opportunities and apprehensions in light of development activity, existing 

village infrastructure and areas wherein they feel improvement/assistance are required. 

In addition, social mapping with the villagers and informal consultations were held with 

the Panchayat members, school teachers and village elders to get an idea about the 

social fabric of the village, immediate infrastructural needs of the village and type of 

support required to improve the living standards of the village community. 

 

4.3.  FINDINGS 

 

Overall demographical features of sampled village 
 The demographical feature of sample village includes numbers of households, 

sex ratio, educational facilities and qualification of family members, occupations, 

medical facilities and morbidity pattern. The age of family heads varied from 39 

to 54 years. Out of the 1475 members, it was noticed that male were 48.40 

percent and female 51.60 percent. The literacy among the family members was 

very low and illiteracy amongst members was very high. The majority of the 
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family members are belonging to the group between 14 - 49 years. Few number 

of family members were noticed under the age group of 60 & above.  

 The occupation of the household heads was agriculture and they supplement 

their livelihood through forest products collection and wage labour which can be 

treated as secondary occupation. The occupation varies from food gatherers and 

landless to agriculturists. More than half of the population does not contribute in 

production and any productive activities. Among working persons, 44 percent 

are cultivators and rest are labourers. Rice is the main crop although government 

has focused on crop-diversification like pulses, vegetables and medicinal plants. 

 Assets of sample households have been classified into three classes, which are 

permanent assets (house, livestock shed, machine and equipment), consumable 

durables (bicycle, motor cycle, television, furniture and radio) and livestock 

assets (bullock cow buffalo, goat, piggery and chicken). 

 The area under irrigation by source under different farming reveals that only 

tank source of irrigation was noticed amongst the farmers of the study area and 

was found to be less than 1 percent irrigated by tanks, irrespective of the farm 

size of holding. The area under rain-fed farming situation is very prominent 

irrespective to the farming system and farm size of holdings. The maximum area 

under irrigation is under rice based farming system. 

 Villages are having poor drainage systems which may lead to breeding of 

mosquito in ill maintained drains covered with filth, heaps of garbage and ash. 

Common illness among men, women and children are anaemia, malnutrition, 

diarrhoeal disease and skin infection.  

 The infrastructure needs and demands of the local community could be 

categorized as immediate interventions and long term interventions. The 

immediate interventions would not only create a good will among the villagers 

but also pave way for ensuring participation of the local community in the 

project intervention. 

 

Community essentials Survey Data analysis and inference drawn from the informal 

consultation revealed two distinct components wherein interventions would meet the 

village and stakeholders requirements.  

- Physical Infrastructure 

- Livelihood opportunities  
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4.3.1. Physical Infrastructure 

The physical infrastructure wherein the community felt project’s intervention and 

support would be beneficial: 

 Health care services  

 Education- school building and educational material etc. 

 Safe Drinking Water and Sanitation 

 Transportation and Connectivity 

 Repair and renovation of Common property resources 
 

4.3.2. Augmentation- short term intervention 

The immediate interventions in term of necessary facilities could include: 

 

Health 

1. Community and reproductive health is an important sector and could provide 

services by organizing awareness campaigns on communicable and sexually 

transmitted diseases, endemic diseases, fluorosis and nutrition and old age related 

ailments, health camps and maternity and paediatric health check-ups. Awareness 

campaign on safe drinking water, HIV/AIDS should also be conducted in the villages. 

2. A mobile medical van with a Doctor and Nurse could be arranged to cater to the 

villages in the remote area. Medicare services that could be provided are OPD, Ante-

natal/post-natal services, identification of difficult pregnancy and referral for 

institutional care, Immunization- Mother & children etc. 

3. Ambulance services to cover all the affected eleven villages. 

4. Community toilet in the villages would greatly improve the local environs and 

substantially reduce open defecation in and around the village. 

 

Education 

1. School infrastructure needs to be improved in terms of renovation of class rooms, 

sitting arrangements, furniture, learning materials, science based models, laboratory 

facilities, computer labs, science lab, drinking water and functional toilets. This 

would be an important area of intervention. 

2. A bus service to these villages connecting the villagers to educational institutions at 

Kirandul. This service would also benefit the students traveling to villages for higher 

education. 

3. Focused extra-curricular activities in schools. 
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 Livelihood and Skill Development 

1. Skill Development would improve employability and quality of life through 

entrepreneurial skill development and employment generation at local level. 

2. Advanced and improved cropping techniques would improve the average income. 

3. Formation of Self-help groups SHGs for livelihood project  
 

4.3.3. Long term support 

1. Adequate sanitation facility for both boys and girls and drainage system for hygiene 

sanitation in schools 

2. Potable water- would explore the feasibility of providing potable drinking water. 

3. Fencing of agricultural field, De-silting of ponds, tanks and rejuvenation of dug wells 

in villages will also ameliorate the water scarcity problems of these villages. 

4. Electrification - Street lighting by using solar panels would be an economical 

investment in all the villages. 

5. Solid waste management in the villages- It is imperative that in the coming years 

with more development and increase in population of the villages. It is important 

that a waste management mechanism is put in place and integrated to the waste 

management and disposal system. 

6. Restoration of Health care centres and Anganwadi. 

7. Large-scale tree plantation and repairing of existing water harvesting structures  
 

4.3.4. Livelihood Opportunities  

Livelihood options and income generation activities could be implemented in the area. 

The livelihood opportunities wherein the villagers felt that assistance and training would 

assist in improving their income levels and give access to better facilities are : 
 

Industrial Training  

The establishment of an industrial training trade in District Livelihood College, 

Dantewada that provides training in various technical trades like welding, electrical 

works, motor mechanics, plumbing etc. Such trades would not only generate 

employable manpower for the project but also for the small scale industries. The trained 

manpower could also get employment in the service industry. 
 

Micro-enterprises Development through formed Self-help group 

For manufacture and marketing of small-scale industrial products a village level SHG 

could be envisaged wherein with financial support and training assistance, group could 

be mobilized for manufacture of finished products. The market linkages could be 

explored and developed under the capacity building component.  
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CHAPTER 5 

DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION  
 

This study is an attempt to catalogue the present socio-economic structure. The Socio- 

Economic Survey and Socio-Cultural Resource Mapping are limited to the study of 

affected families in the project area of M/s. Essar Steel India Ltd. in Dantewada district. 

The survey covered 287 families covering 11 villages.  

The main objective of a socio-economic survey was to collect, assemble, analyze, interpret 

and to provide the base-line socio-economic status of the people living in the affected 

areas in the district of Dantewada. It was also intended to provide data inputs, both 

quantitative and qualitative, that are required for formulation of development plan. It 

provides the required information about the habitat by which people are affected, its 

geographical features, infrastructures, its advantages and life supporting natural 

resources, social and cultural aspects etc. 
 

It was extremely important to possess comprehensive and documented information 

about the socio-economic and cultural aspects. The findings principally explain the 

demographic profile of the affected families; occupational status, income from various 

occupations, resource base, particularly the land ownership status of the families; 

common property resources; socio cultural issues; developmental interventions in the 

villages by Government and non-governmental organizations.  
 

The findings are exclusively based on the individual interaction with heads of households, 

their representatives living in the village and the outcome of FGD and PRA exercise. It is 

found during the survey that majority tribal people (Gond) inhabit in these villages. As per 

the findings on the socio-economic aspects of the project affected persons/ Households 

and socio-cultural infrastructure, a few suggestions made are as follows:  

 The findings of the present socio-economic study suggest that most of the affected 

households are primarily depending on agriculture, collection of forest products and 

livestock farming. Due to erratic nature of monsoon rainfall there is constant 

shortage of water. There is a need of permanent source of water supply.  

 There are no major irrigation projects but there are minor schemes in the area. The 

natural sources are likely to run dry in summer season. Water conservation projects 

may ensure the availability of water in summer season. Small & medium farmer/ 
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holder is ignorant of the government schemes. Either they ignore it or the schemes 

have not reached at the bottom level. 

 There are no facilities of processing and marketing for the forest products which are 

laboriously brought up by farmer. Many products get destroyed due to lack of 

processing. Little value for forest’s product is the main problem. This occurs due to 

lack of marketing network. 

 Similarly a few households depend on wage and service/ private job in the nearby 

places. However, the employment (both direct and indirect) of the people has 

utmost importance. The provision of employment opportunities through skill 

development and micro-enterprises may help in improving the economic condition 

of these people.  

 Our study revealed that most of the affected people are educated below middle 

school and very few individuals are educated above Middle. Moreover we may 

enhance the educational level of the people by establishing and/or bringing about 

structural improvement in schools and by providing Teaching Learning Material, 

technical training etc. The company may sponsor suitable candidates on livelihood 

trades in a phased manner. 

 For a significant impact on livelihood options; we may hire an NGO for guiding the 

villagers to have alternative income generating activities. A few training programmes 

could be identified and imparted to the local people for creating livelihood options. 

For such alternative income generating activities, a market survey may be necessary 

which could be done in project area by an expert. 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

 Female work participation of district is 49.5 percent of total female population. The 

district ranked 3rd position in State in female work participation. Different case 

studies have clarified that women act very successfully in SHG level. But the tribal 

women are not adequately involved due to illiteracy and lack of group management 

skills. So, in the project design, we should plan with special provision for the capacity 

building and skill development of these women by way of training alongwith seed 

money support and to utilize the traditional skills of these women, which will 

provide them a sustainable source of income. This will help them make a decent 

contribution to the family income.  
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 The youth groups should be facilitated with capacity building training and minimum 

support services to activate their groups. On the other hand, skill development 

trainings should also be planned to make them self-reliant. Government and private 

skill development institutes of the area should be upgraded for quality trainings. 

 We should plan to converge with all government schemes and ensure that they 

reach these people, as there are many useful government schemes under the tribal 

welfare department, which do not reach till these people due to their ignorance.  

 Looking at the limited livelihood options and higher dependence of tribal community 

on NTFPs, this could be the major source of income and permanent livelihood 

solution for these people. The study found that there are many other NTFPs like 

Mahua flower and fruit, Wild Date Palm and Tamarind. They are a major support to 

them as they get good income by selling these. They make almost 50% of their 

earning from this source. More important than the production of such products, 

creation of market for such product is necessary. Looking at the location of the 

village and the distance of potential market from the region, it is understood that 

local market creation and setting up locally marketeable product related agri-based 

industries. Setting up of Farmer Producer Groups and linking them to major 

government schemes under agriculture department. 

 At present technical education is not up to the mark in this region. That should be 

within the reach of common man. For this purpose, attempts should be made to 

establish technical institutes in the region in PPP mode. This will help in 

mainstreaming the youth of this region. 

 There is need to prepare a Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) plan to facilitate 

common actions in the affected villages in continuous process by paying more 

attention on health, education for children, environment restoration through 

massive plantation under the provision of compensatory afforestation, 

mainstreaming of youth and providing livelihood opportunities. The plan should be 

in line with government schemes and government partnership or fund mobilization 

should form a part of the action plan.  

 It is equally important to have a pro-people based periphery development plan to 

extend some activities for the periphery villages. This may be included in our annual 

CSR plan with a five year horizon highlighting probable impacts of each action. 

 The tribal community is always recognized by their tradition and culture. This is part 

of their life. There should be a plan for revival/ strengthening of their traditional 

culture.  
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Annexure: QUESTIONNAIRE- SURVEY TOOLS 
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Village Profiling of our operational villages through Focused Group Discussions 

Essar Steel India Limited, Vizag Operations and Essar Foundation  
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PHOTOGRAPHS- DATA COLLECTION AND FIELD VISIT FOR SURVEY  

       

Transit walk with villager in Cholnar Village                                                                   Social Mapping 
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              Social Mapping                                    Orientation of field investigators during survey 
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                 PDS/ Ration shop in Tikanpal      Pond deepening under MNREGA  
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Local festival Mandai         Water source 
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